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chieftain: these chieftains became petty kings and maintained
themselves by the land which they appropriated as their
personal holding. From the earliest times, however, the kings
had also acquired by custom certain rights, to tribute, to main-
tenance, and to the three military duties of service in the militia
or fyrd, fortifications, and bridge building. It is evident that
these rights of the kings, as established from the earliest times,
are incompatible with the theory that the early form of Anglo-
Saxon social organization was a communal society of free and
equal citizens. It is equally evident that the existence from
earliest times of open-field village communities, though, as is
now agreed, neither communal nor tribal, is incompatible with
the theory that all land was held originally of a lord. It is
obvious that in England there *were from the first days of the
settlement many kinds of holdings. There was the land of the
invading chieftain who became a petty king, and later, under
the Heptarchy, the lord or under-king of the greater kings.
There was land given by the kings to their principal followers
or those who had done good service in their households. There
were the open fields and the small holdings. It was the task of
the seventh, eighth, and ninth centuries to weld these systems
of land tenure into one.

Neither the archaeological nor the later written evidence is
consistent with a belief in any mass extermination or mass
migration of the Romano-British population* No doubt there
was a substantial drift westward and northward into Wales and
Strathclyde and a rapid shrinkage of population in the towns,
but we must remember here that the Romano-British town was
primarily a marketing and administrative centre that served a
population largely living in the surrounding countryside* The
actual town dwellers were never numerous. For the rest, the
population of the countryside mostly remained. Some, no
doubt, were enslaved, but where, as in Wessex, we have the
evidence of written laws, we find British freemen enjoying
defined rights and still in possession of land* What is certain,
however, is that the Romano-British educated classes, the
administrators, the traders, and above all the priests and bishops,
were either murdered or driven out of the country. The arts
of civilization perished entirely. Our conquerors were wholly